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William & Mary Law School
Clinic News
Fall 2019

LEADERSHIP - INTEGRITY - SERVICE

Professor David
Boelzner Retires
The Lewis B. Puller Jr.
Veterans Benefits Clinic
says farewell to Professor
Boelzner.

VCPC Hosts a
Resilience Funding
Forum
The Virginia Coastal Policy
Center hosted a Resilience
Funding Forum this past
May to discuss innovative
options
for
coastal
communities.

h t t p s : / / l a w . w m . e d u / a c a d e m i c s / p r o g r a m s / j d / e l e c t i v e s / c l i n i c s / i n d e x .p h p

Friends,
As we approach the end of another semester, I continue to be grateful and humbled by the
tremendous eﬀorts of our clinical faculty and students in serving our community. In the
Citizen Lawyer tradition of William & Mary Law School, students feel a responsibility to not
only learn their craft, but to be good citizens and leaders of their communities, states, and
nations. Our nine clinics oﬀer them diverse opportunities to do just that.
Under supervision of expert faculty, students in the clinics may argue a case in one of the U.
S. Courts of Appeals, the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, U. S. Immigration or Tax
Courts, or general district court; they write briefs and white papers and memoranda; they
present their policy work to hundreds of people; or negotiate special education services for
children with disabilities in local school districts. They visit prisons and review trial
transcripts; interview and counsel clients; learn to keep time and use case management
software; explain engagement letters and exercise professional responsibility; and do
outreach presentations to the community.
Students at William & Mary Law have the opportunity to take more than one clinic during
their second- and third-years of law school, and many of them do. Students regularly report
that their clinic experience was the most signiﬁcant learning opportunity in law school,
putting into action the theory, doctrine and skills they learn in the classroom to address a
client or community need. Our clinical faculty, whose representation eﬀorts continue to
beneﬁt clients while also mentoring the next generation of attorneys, are impacted every
day by the passion and dedication demonstrated by their students. I know I am not alone in
thinking that clinical teaching may be the best job in legal education.
To all of you who do this important work,
and those who support clinical education,
thank you. The ripple eﬀect on our
students, clients, and their communities
lasts long after graduation and case
resolution.
Warmly,
Patty Roberts
Vice Dean and Clinical Professor of Law
Director of Clinical Programs
Co-Director, Puller Veterans Beneﬁts Clinic
William & Mary Law School Class of 1992

Message
from the Director

Puller Clinic
by the
Numbers
A Decade of Clinic Victories

438 Claims Won
for Over 217
Veteran Clients
$4,756,000 Past
Due Benefits Won
$43,863,000
Lifetime Expected
BEnefits Won
277 Students
Trained in
Veterans Law
400+ Veterans
Served at Military
Mondays
W&M/Starbucks Partnership

Puller Clinic Faculty In the News
Professor Elizabeth Tarloski
Testifies Before House
Subcommittee
On June 20, 2019, Adjunct Professor Elizabeth Tarloski
of the Puller Veterans Beneﬁts Clinic testiﬁed in favor
of "The Service Members and Veterans Empowerment
and Support Act of 2019" in front of the U. S. House
Committee on Veterans' Aﬀairs Subcommittee on
Disability Assistance and Memorial Aﬀairs.
According to Professor Tarloski, " [The Act] would put
veterans who have experienced [Military Sexual
Trauma] on equal footing with other veterans who
have non-personal trauma PTSD claims. . . . The
reforms contained in [the Act] require the VA to listen
to veterans and are a much-needed step in the right
direction."
Professor Tarloski's testimony was quoted in an article
in Military Times, available here.

Professor David Boelzner Retires
David Boelzner, Clinical Associate Professor of Law and
Co-Director of the Lewis B. Puller, Jr. Veterans Beneﬁts
Clinic, has announced his retirement as of the end of
the Fall 2019 semester. He will be joining his wife Ann in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, where she has taken a position as
Minister of Music at Fellowship Lutheran Church. Prof.
Boelzner has been with the Clinic for a little over four
years, making a temendous impact for veteran clients
and students. His wry sense of humor, exceptional legal
writing, and skill in veterans beneﬁts law will be missed.
Fortunately, he will continue to teach in our online
certiﬁcate program in Military and Veterans Health,
Policy & Advocacy.
Joining Professor Caleb R. Stone in the teaching and
case oversight in the Puller Clinic for the Spring
Semester will be Michael Dick.

Puller
Clinic
Welcomes
Professor
Michael
Dick

Michael Dick
Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.)
Degrees: J.D., William & Mary School of Law; B.A., Virginia Military Institute
Currently a Visiting Professor of Practice with the Lewis B. Puller, Jr. Veterans Beneﬁts Clinic, Mike
spent over 26 years on active duty in the Marine Corps, largely as an infantry oﬃcer, before attending
William & Mary Law School. During his Marine Corps career, Mike served in various U. S. and NATO
staﬀ positions involving unilateral, multi-national, and inter-agency coordination responsibilities,
including assignments as a riﬂe company commander, Marine Expeditionary Unit Operations Oﬃcer,
infantry battalion commander, and NATO Senior Staﬀ Oﬃcer at NATO HQ in Brussels, Belgium. With
almost eight years of overseas service, his assignments included numerous leadership positions
involving operations in such places as Lebanon, Grenada, Somalia, Bosnia, and Liberia. His ﬁnal active
duty assignment was as the Assistant Chief of Staﬀ, G-3 (Operations, Plans, Training) for the 2d Marine
Division, where he served as the principal advisor to Division Commander on the operational
employment of the 16, 000-member Division. Mike is a graduate of the USMC Command and Staﬀ
College, USMC School of Advanced Warﬁghting, and the NATO Defense College in Rome, Italy.
Upon graduation from William & Mary Law School, Mike joined the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) via
the Attorney General’ s Honors Program and served with the Oﬃce of Intelligence, a component of
DOJ’s National Security Division, where his responsibilities involved representing the U.S. Government
before the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court to obtain authorization for sensitive intelligence
operations involving national security, terrorism and counterintelligence issues. In 2014, Mike joined
the Oﬃce of International Aﬀairs (OIA) in the Criminal Division of DOJ, where he handled casework
involving international extradition and mutual legal assistance matters. He subsequently led a team of
attorneys and support personnel that focused on analyzing strategic issues involving complex matters
of signiﬁcant concern to the Director of OIA. His last assignment at OIA was as the Associate Director
for Policy, Legislation, and Multilateral Aﬀairs. In this role he supervised a team of attorneys and
support personnel in addressing challenging policy issues, to include national security matters;
OIA/DOJ participation in multi-national organizations targeting transnational organized crime;
supporting international anticorruption eﬀorts; cyber/technology issues; reviewing proposed U. S.
legislation; and served as OIA Counterterrorism Coordinator. Mike was appointed to the Virginia
Board of Veterans Services by Governor Terry McAuliﬀe in 2016 and currently serves as Chair of the
Board. Mike is also currently serving as the President of the William & Mary Law School Association.

Virginia Coastal Policy Center...
REceives Grant from Virginia
Environmental Endowment
By: Staﬀ
The Virginia Coastal Policy Center (VCPC) at William & Mary Law
School has received a forty thousand dollar grant from the Virginia
Environmental Endowment (VEE) for a project titled “Empowering
Localities to Increase Their Resilience.”
The grant project is designed to continue VCPC’ s current and
previous work focusing on necessary tools and authorities for
local governments to adequately plan for and respond to the
challenges associated with sea level rise and recurrent ﬂooding.
Speciﬁcally, VEE’ s generous funding supported VCPC's seventh
annual conference, as well as four complementary initiatives that
include research regarding implementation of the Virginia
Governor’s Executive Order No. 24, and the need for coordination
between environmental protection and ﬂooding resilience eﬀorts.
In partnership with the Virginia Institute of Marine Science and
Virginia Sea Grant, VCPC provides law students at William & Mary
with the opportunity to conduct science-based legal and policy
analysis to help inform decision-making about coastal resources
and water quality issues at a local, state, regional, and national
level. VCPC has provided policy advice to a host of
decision-makers, from government oﬃcials and legal scholars to
non-proﬁt and business leaders.
“We are grateful to VEE for its generous and consistent support,”
said William & Mary Law School Dean Davison M. Douglas. “The
grant will help us educate future leaders and assist in the vital
eﬀort to help coastal communities prepare for and respond to
environmental challenges.”
VEE is a crucial VCPC partner and has provided ﬁnancial support
for VCPC since its founding at the Law School, according to
Elizabeth Andrews, VCPC Director and Professor of the Practice of
Law. “The Virginia Environmental Endowment is a primary funder
of water quality protection and climate change resilience eﬀorts in
Virginia, and we are honored that it has chosen to fund the
Virginia Coastal Policy Center again this year,” said Andrews. "Our
annual conference would not be the successful forum it is today
without VEE’ s initial and continuing support. And the VEE has
consistently led the way in funding important legal and policy
research here at the Center.”

Hosts Resilience Funding Forum
By: David Morrill
Talking about responses to coastal ﬂooding is easy; paying for
responses to coastal ﬂooding is not. That’ s been a major
challenge for several years now as Virginia deals with the
consequences of recurrent ﬂooding due to a combination of
factors including land subsidence, rising waters and increased
precipitation.
Never averse to stepping in to help provide solutions, the Virginia
Coastal Policy Center (VCPC) held a Resilience Funding Forum in
Summer 2019. The day-long event, sponsored by Transatlantic
Reinsurance Co., Inc., brought together experts from business,
law, education, government and the public and private sectors to
discuss innovative options for coastal localities.
“Eﬀective and innovative solutions are going to require expertise
and multiple means of knowledge,” said William & Mary President
Katherine Rowe as she welcomed what she termed a “very rich
brain trust” of partners. She then charged the coalition with being
“level-headed and fearless” as they approach the challenge of sea
level rise and coastal stability.
Elizabeth Andrews, Director of the VCPC, noted that localities are
in the cross-hairs. “You’ re the ones on the front lines,” she told
attendees as she praised the lineup of guest speakers and
panelists. “We really appreciate their sharing what they’ve learned
through their jobs, their life experiences about ﬂooding – how to
deal with it, how to be resilient.”
Among the experts in the morning sessions were: Ann C. Phillips,
Rear Admiral, U. S. Navy (Ret.), Virginia Special Assistant to the
Governor for Coastal Adaptation and Protection, who provided
opening comments; Michael C. Sapnar, President and Chief
Executive Oﬃcer, Transatlantic Holdings Inc. and Transatlantic
Reinsurance Company, Inc.; Samantha Medlock, CFM, Senior Vice
President & Head of North America Capital, Science & Policy, Willis
Towers Watson; and Donald T. Hornstein, Aubrey L. Brooks
Professor of Law, UNC School of Law.
Afternoon sessions included a talk about parametric insurance by
Evan Glassman, CEO of New Paradigm; a look at Federal disaster
funds, municipal bonding and funding match by Dawn Zimmer,
the former Mayor of Hoboken, N.J. during Hurricane Sandy; and a
discussion of environmental impact bonds by Gauri Gadgil of the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

Student Spotlight: Benny
Zhang and Three SEmesters
of Clinic

By: Benming Zhang, 3L

One of the main reasons I chose William & Mary Law was because of its “citizen lawyer” curriculum, which was
designed and espoused by our school’s founding fathers, Professor George Wythe and President Thomas Jeﬀerson. As
citizen lawyers, we are called to use our unique training as lawyers to beneﬁt the greater public good. With this culture
and mindset, I knew that the wealth of clinical opportunities would play a big part in my aspirations as a citizen lawyer.
The Veterans Beneﬁts Clinic, Family Law Clinic, and Virginia Coastal Policy Center clinic have all given me ample
opportunity to hone my own skills and to help or to inform those most in need.
A signiﬁcant aspect in practice that is not taught in the classrooms is managing client expectations. Mastery in
doctrinals does not guarantee a successful law practice if clients are frustrated or a situation gets out of hand. Clinics,
in contrast, oﬀer remarkable opportunities to forge this necessary skill and to complement our law school’s rigorous
doctrinal curriculum.
And these skills are not intuitive.
Clinics are direct representations of our duties as citizen
lawyers. I started clinics my 2L year with the Lewis B.
Puller, Jr. Veterans Beneﬁts Clinic, where I learned an
unfamiliar area of substantive law in rapid succession
and worked with veteran clients. Managing expectations
immediately dawned upon me as soon as I gained my
client assignments. One of my clients had been
appealing his VA rating decision for a number of years,
and at this point, I was probably his ﬁfth or sixth
student. He had every right to be pessimistic, and I
found myself having to maintain a neutral but warm
presence in his life.
In the Virginia Coastal Policy Center clinic, I discovered
the unique role that citizen lawyers play beyond the
practice of law. Because of our training as lawyers, I
realized the importance of citizen lawyers in advocating
for important causes, such as sea-level rise resiliency.
Once again, managing expectations are front and
center as we citizen lawyers ﬁnd ways to persuade local
elected oﬃcials, some of whom may be climate change
deniers, to adopt environmental policies that protect
their communities.
With my Third-Year Practice Certiﬁcate, I gained insight in ﬁercely advocating for clients in the courtroom with the
Family Law Clinic. The Clinic was an important opportunity for assisting those in dire need of legal representation.
With domestic violence looming in the background, I took a small part in each of my client’ s stories. Just like my
veteran clients who have become cynical with the Veterans Aﬀairs system, many of my Family Law clients are
suspicious of our legal system. Managing expectations became front and center as I sought to eﬀectively represent my
clients while ﬁghting back on their pessimism with the legal system.
As law schools across the world are increasingly oﬀering clinic experiences, William & Mary Law is a leader as the ﬁrst
law school in the nation with its unique citizen lawyer curriculum. Not only are we drawn to a ﬁerce sense of public
service, we are also drawn to bettering ourselves as advocates to those in dire need. We are the Alma Mater of the
Nation.

Q&A with the Immigration Clinic's
Professor Stacy Kern-Scheerer
How did the Immigration Clinic get started? Was there a large
need within the Williamsburg community?
The Clinic really sprang from the students. Current students, and
prospective students, understandably have a lot of interest in and
passion for this area of the law. Immigration law and practice is
challenging, timely, and extremely impactful on communities, families,
and individuals. The Law School recognized this interest, and took
steps to secure startup funding for the Clinic. Moreover, there is
tremendous need for immigration legal services in our area. Hampton
Roads, which stretches from Virginia Beach up to Williamsburg/James
City County, is a heavily populated area, but there are few legal
services organizations that provide immigration legal assistance at low
or no cost. There is a huge need for immigration legal services
everywhere, and the Williamsburg area is no exception, which gives
the students extraordinary opportunities to gain a lot of experience in
their legal training while serving the community.
What types of cases does the Clinic take?
The Clinic takes cases of individuals who are petitioning for aﬃrmative
asylum, survivors of human traﬃcking and other crimes, individuals
seeking release on bond from detention, DACA renewals, and
individuals applying for naturalization and citizenship.
Where do you accept clients from?
Mainly from Hampton Roads, but also other parts of Virginia. We
accept clients who ﬁnd us on their own, but we also receive client
referrals from nonproﬁts and service providers working with
immigrants throughout the community.
What kind of work does the average Clinic student do?
The students have tackled many diﬀerent kinds of work in this ﬁrst semester thus far, so I don’t think there is an “average” type of
work. The students really have engaged with clients and the community in many ways. So far, students have had to research
diﬀerent avenues for relief, grasp rapidly changing procedures/policies (and manage the uncertainty that comes with that), research
conditions in other countries, interview clients, draft declarations, gather facts and evidence, work with language interpreters,
consider and engage in trauma-informed practices, establish partnerships with community members and service providers, and
prepare and deliver presentations to community members. One team argued a bond motion at the Immigration Court in Arlington
for an individual detained in Virginia. Although the speciﬁcs of their work may vary to some degree, all the students are engaging
deeply with problem solving in a highly complex context, with vital consequences to the people we serve.
How does the Clinic engage with the community?
The Clinic has reached out and established contacts and partnerships at numerous organizations in all parts of Hampton Roads that
serve immigrant communities. For example, we’ve attended programming at Literacy for Life in Williamsburg and hosted a Hampton
Roads Human Traﬃcking expert panel at the law school (which was conceived and organized by Kelsey Reichardt, a 3L in the Clinic),
which brought together advocates from several local organizations. Through a partnership with the Hampton Roads Refugee Relief
organization, a team of three Clinic students gave a presentation on lawful permanent residency and naturalization to refugees in
Newport News. Our partnerships with local organizations continue to grow rapidly.
How did you as a professor become interested in immigration law?
For many years I worked in health care law and policy, which shares a lot of similarities with immigration law. Immigration is a very
dense and administrative area of the law that requires practitioners to master and navigate statutory, regulatory, and judicial
sources of law, while keeping abreast of rapidly changing policies. This is the type of work I enjoy and ﬁnd challenging. Moreover, I
think working in this area of law is impactful because decisions in immigration law have real, immediate, and practical consequences
on people who are trying to navigate the system. Immigration lawyers are needed, and can make a real diﬀerence in the lives of
people who are experiencing immigration issues. I feel very fortunate to be able to do this work and to work with students who will
be the next generation of immigration attorneys.

Emma McCarthy, 3L:

Kelsey Reichardt with the
Human Traﬃcking in
Hampton Roads panel of
experts from the
Virginia Beach Justice
Initiative, the Oﬃce of
the Attorney General,
Legal Aid Justice Center,
and Samaritan House

Living in the United States in 2019, immigration issues seem to
constantly be ﬂooding the news. Since coming to law school, I had
been struggling to come up with ways to use the legal training I
have received at William & Mary to positively contribute to
assisting noncitizens in their ﬁght to come to the United States
and stay. Having the opportunity to not only learn more about the
legal framework of immigration but also directly work on
immigration cases has given me a new sense of purpose about
why I came to law school and the remarkable responsibility that
comes with being a citizen lawyer. The ﬁrst six weeks of clinic were
busy developing an outreach strategy to local organizations who
provide services to individuals who may also need legal assistance.
Laying a framework and developing relationships with
organizations like Samaritan House are integral steps to the
long-term success of the clinic and future clients. I have also
worked on an aﬃrmative asylum case for an individual now
residing in the Hampton Roads area. This case has provided the
opportunity to use the legal skills of eﬃcient research, client
interviewing, and applying immigration law in order to prepare the
client’s declaration to accompany her asylum petition.

Meghan Woods, 2L:

Student Voices from
the Immigration Clinic
Maria Hieb, 2L:
The immigration clinic sounded appealing to me
because of my background. I have experienced
ﬁrst-hand what it is like to relocate to the United
States from another country. Because of my
appreciation for how diﬃcult and stressful the
immigration process is, I wanted to help others in
their journeys. In the clinic, I have been fortunate to
work on an outreach project, which involved
collaborating with a nonproﬁt organization,
“Hampton Roads Refugee Relief,” and preparing an
educational presentation for refugees and special
visa holders. Overall, the aspects of immigration law
I learned from the seminars, coupled with the
hands-on experience of working on an outreach
project, have made my time with the immigration
clinic valuable and rewarding.

I plan on working as an immigration lawyer when I ﬁnish
law school, so I was extremely excited to be in the
immigration clinic this year. I’ve had the opportunity to
learn about humanitarian forms of immigration
generally, and I have also been able to work on a few
diﬀerent asylum cases so far this semester. In addition to
researching for these cases, I have also learned quite a
lot about interviewing clients in immigration cases, and
have even had the opportunity to interview a client
through an interpreter (who had to be skyped in as he
lived in a diﬀerent country). Besides working on cases, I
have also been doing research for an independent
project for the clinic, which looks into the impacts that
recent changes to asylum law have had on LGBTQ+
asylum seekers.

Christian Litwiller, 3L:

Rebecca Jaegar (3L) and
Mechelle King (2L), who
prepared the Immigration
Clinic’s ﬁrst motion
and supporting brief to the
Immigration Court

My interest in the immigration clinic was born
from a desire to put my legal training to use
speciﬁcally for clients who face unique and
diﬃcult challenges navigating the U.S.’s
immigration process. I had the great opportunity
to provide an immigration presentation with
some fellow classmates to a community
organization that focuses on assisting refugees.
Some of the immigrants we spoke with gained
their personal admission status because of their
work helping the U.S. military in Afghanistan,
and as a Navy veteran myself, being able to
provide some assistance to these immigrants is
very personally rewarding.

Hampton Roads Refugee
Relief: Dr. Rabia Jafri, Prof.
Kern-Scheerer, Christian
Litwiller (3L), Albana Zherka
(3L), Maria Hieb (2L)

Student Spotlight: Hailey
Guerra and the Domestic
Violence Clinic

By: Hailey Guerra, 3L

My ﬁrst experience with the Domestic Violence Clinic was perhaps a bit diﬀerent than the introduction
my classmates received. After undergrad, I applied for a job as a Domestic Violence Pretrial Oﬃcer in
Williamsburg/James City County. It was here I had the opportunity to work with the county’s Domestic
Violence High Risk Task Force and ﬁrst learn of William & Mary Law School’s Domestic Violence Clinic.
Professor Barna, one of the clinic supervisors, was an important member of the task force and each
meeting she was accompanied by a diﬀerent law student. At the time I was still studying for the LSAT,
but seeing students immersed in the material they were learning and putting their legal skills to
practice reaﬃrmed William & Mary as a top contender for law schools I would like to attend.
Flash forward to three years later, I ﬁnally received my legal practice certiﬁcate and enrolled in the
Domestic Violence Clinic. Straight away, there were opportunities to get assigned real clients and go to
court for preliminary protective order hearings. Not only have I had the opportunity to represent
clients in the courtroom, but I have learned about drafting divorce settlements, creating safety plans,
and received a new perspective on how diﬀerent state agencies come together to protect victims and
the community, while also balancing the rights of
the accused.
The night before my ﬁrst preliminary protective
order hearing I could barely sleep. Public
speaking did not come intuitively to me and I
suddenly found myself questioning my decision
to push myself into a position that would require
courtroom advocacy. The anxiety felt even more
palpable, as I viewed my success in the hearing as
a literal life or death situation. When I received
my ﬁrst preliminary protective order, despite a
grueling round of objections from the defense
counsel, I felt like I made a real diﬀerence in
someone’ s life. It’ s a feeling that I could never
have gotten in a classroom. Additionally, my time
in the clinic was the ﬁrst time someone saw me
as their lawyer and had faith in my ability to
represent them. Without a doubt, that has been
the most empowering experience I’ve had in law
school.
Sometimes, when we’re studying law, we can get
so focused on the most intricate parts of the law,
we lose sight of what made us passionate about
the legal ﬁeld to begin with. The Domestic
Violence Clinic has been a return to helping
others; an important reminder of what our
profession is all about.

Domestic Violence and Family Law Clinic
Assisting William & Mary College STudents
By: Professor Lindsay Barna

The Domestic Violence and Family Law Clinics serve the Hampton Roads and Middle Peninsula communities, but they
also serve the student body of The College of William & Mary. Over the last few years the Clinics have been able to
advise and provide representation to students who have experienced dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking.
The Clinics are committed to meeting the needs of the students in our community. When students are assaulted or ﬁnd
themselves in an abusive relationship, the Clinics provide free conﬁdential legal advice and representation to assist
them. Our staﬀ works closely with other on-campus organizations like the Haven and the Health Outreach Peer
Educators (HOPE) to ensure that we are meeting the needs of the community and addressing other legal issues that
students face. Although the Clinics do not provide representation in Title IX cases, they can assist students in protective
order cases, provide assistance in working with landlords to try to ﬁnd safe solutions for students who need to move
following assaults or stalking, and oﬀer family law services.
The Clinics also liaison with the William & Mary Police, as well as local law enforcement to try to meet the safety needs
of students. We have been able to alert law enforcement of court dates and potentially dangerous times for clients,
when they may need extra protection. Law enforcement has also provided support to ensure that protective orders are
followed or to implement safety plans on campus.
This work dovetails with the Clinics’ other focus of providing holistic legal services to victims of stalking, sexual assault,
and interpersonal violence. The Clinics work closely with local and state agencies to provide the best response possible
for its clients and victims in the community. The student attorneys and their professors of the Clinics are always
available to assist an individual who may need legal assistance to escape a violent situation.
In the coming year, the Clinics are excited to work in conjunction with the United States District Court Eastern District of
Virginia to connect attorneys with pro bono clients who need assistance in domestic violence matters. The initiative is
also supported in part by the Clinics’ grant from the Department of Justice Oﬃce on Violence against Women. The
Clinics are looking for attorneys who are interested in working on pro bono cases involving domestic violence. If any
attorneys would like to learn more about the program or join the referral list please contact the Clinics directly at (757)
221-3783.

AppEllate Clinic Welcomes
Dwayne Sam to Faculty
Dwayne Sam will be joining our Appellate and Supreme Court Clinic
in the Spring semester, as Professor Tillman Breckenridge's
co-director. Professor Sam is an experienced appellate and trial
litigator with Pierce Bainbridge in Washington D. C. His practice
focuses on high-stakes, complex proceedings concerning
constitutional law, administrative law, and communications law. He
frequently represents parties and amici in the U.S. Courts of Appeals
and the Supreme Court of the United States in cases involving
statutory construction and the First Amendment. Professor Sam also
has deep expertise in challenges to, and the enforcement of,
arbitration agreements under the Federal Arbitration Act. In addition,
Professor Sam provides regulatory compliance counseling and
strategic advice to corporations in the technology sector on issues
involving autonomous and connected vehicles.
Previously, Professor Sam served as a law clerk to Judge Janice
Rogers Brown of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, and Judge George L. Russell, III of the United States
District Court for the District of Maryland. Professor Sam received his
J.D. from Howard University School of Law.

Another Victory
for the Appellate And
Supreme Court Clinic
In Watson v. Pearson
In May 2019, the William & Mary Appellate and
Supreme Court Clinic successfully argued a case in the
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals concerning a violation of
the appellant's Fourth Amendment rights by
law-enforcement oﬃcers engaging in a warrantless
search. Circuit Judge Ronald Lee Gilman delivered the
opinion in Watson v. Pearson, reversing the district
court's grant of summary judgment and remanding the
case for further proceedings. The appeal was argued by
then 3L student, Evan D. Lewis, pictured bottom right.
Also pictured is the Director of the Appellate and
Supreme Court Clinic, Tillman Breckenridge, Partner at
Pierce Bainbridge.

Attorney from Capital Habeas Unit of
the Federal Defender Program in
Atlanta Visits Innocence Project Clinic
by: Justin Rechel, 3L

On Thursday, November 7, Gerald “Bo” King visited William & Mary Law School to address the students enrolled in the
Innocence Project Clinic. King is a staﬀ attorney with the Capital Habeas Unit of the Federal Defender Program in Atlanta,
where he represents prisoners on Georgia’s death row. King previously worked at the Equal Justice Initiative of Alabama
and the Atlanta Legal Aid Society. Students were able to ask King about his work with the Capital Habeas Unit, his
interest in representing people on death row, and how he got started with this line of work. King also spoke with each
student group about their assigned cases and provided insight as to the next steps each group should take in building
those cases.
King also addressed interested students during the lunch hour at an event cohosted by Students for the Innocence
Project and the Criminal Law Society. There, King spoke about how diﬃcult it is for prisoners to seek a writ of habeas
corpus due to the Anti-Terrorism and Eﬀective Death Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA). The AEDPA’s requirements for
applicants to exhaust all State remedies and the 1-year period of limitation for ﬁling a habeas petition are just some of
the procedural obstacles that petitioners have to overcome just to be heard in a federal court. In addition, Georgia
provides little funds for habeas petitions, which is especially detrimental because petitioners do not have a
Constitutional right to a lawyer at this point in the appeals process. King also discussed potential future issues, such as a
possible increase in death sentences, especially with the changing makeup of the federal courts. King ended by ﬁelding
some questions from the students in attendance and stayed after the presentation to speak with some students
one-on-one about representing people on death row.

